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POLICE (COMPENSATION FOR INJURED OFFICERS) AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
Restoration to Notice Paper - Motion 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray) [3.10 pm]:  I move -  

That the Police (Compensation for Injured Officers) Amendment Bill 2006 be restored to the point it 
reached prior to its removal from the notice paper on Tuesday, 25 September 2007. 

Do I have an opportunity to speak to that motion? 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  Yes, the member for Murray can speak to that motion. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Members will know that I introduced this bill over 12 months ago, in August or 
thereabouts last year, and it has sat on the table for 12 months.  We had some debate about it.  The government 
did not oppose this bill.  However, I want to speak to the reasons that this bill should stay on the notice paper.  It 
is a bill of significant importance, and one that is very dear and close to me.  I gave an undertaking to my 
colleagues and I gave an undertaking in this place that I would not let this bill go, because it affects so many of 
my former colleagues.  We finished the debate 12 months ago.  It finished after the second reading, because the 
bill was awaiting appropriations from the Governor; yet those appropriations never occurred.  The only thing we 
managed to get was an undertaking by the minister that a group of people would get together and look at some 
future legislation.  However, 12 months has transpired and nothing has materialised.  I will not let this bill go. 

One of my very diligent constituents came to see me some time ago.  He was very concerned, as many of us are, 
about the plight of one Senior Constable Glenn Murray.  Members might recollect that Glenn Murray was one of 
those officers who were seriously injured in a traffic crash in Madora Bay in July 10 years ago.  I remember the 
day vividly.  I was at the back of my house building a patio when I heard a siren go, followed by another siren 
and another siren.  I learnt after that - 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  If members want to have meetings, would they have them outside, please? 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  The sad part about it is that a female officer named Jane Kennaugh was killed - a very fine 
community policing officer.  As a side issue, just two weeks ago - I will stray a little, if you do not mind, 
Mr Acting Speaker - there was the dedication of a park in Madora Bay in the name of Jane Kennaugh.  I think 
that is a very touching tribute.  I had the chance to see Jane’s children there on the day, and they were very proud 
to see this magnificent park in Madora Bay.  It is in a part of Lakelands.  It has a nice shade sail and playground 
area for young people.  It is very fitting that it is named after Jane Kennaugh. 

This constituent of mine wants me to remind members of Parliament who occupied this place in 1997 of this 
issue that was debated here when the Court government was in power.  At that time, many members of today’s 
government sat on this side of the house and fired bullets at the government of the day, saying that it had done 
very little.  Members will see that I have in my hand copies of the letters that were sent to every member of 
Parliament in 1997 and their responses.  I think it is appropriate to reinforce that among the reasons that this bill 
should not be removed from the notice paper - I will continue to ensure that it is not removed from the notice 
paper - are some of the responses that came not only by way of letter, but also by way of the debate recorded in 
the Hansard of the day. 

In short, I believe the government of the day was found wanting when it came to this matter.  However, what is 
even more damning is the fact that we have a government that has had an opportunity to right what was a wrong, 
and still has an opportunity to do so, but it has failed to do that.  It is interesting to see the politics that are played 
in this place from time to time.  However, when it comes down to real life issues, we expect very much of our 
police officers.  We expect them to go out and put their lives on the line, day in and day out, without a safety net.  
Only last night I was a guest at a Rotary club meeting - it was not my Rotary club - and I spoke about the fact 
that police officers do not have workers’ compensation.  The people there could not believe it.  In fact, some of 
the responses of some of the members of Parliament in 1997 were very similar; they could not understand why 
there was no workers’ compensation way back then.  I will take the opportunity to read some of those letters in 
response. 

I think it is worthwhile that we acknowledge the work of Mr Pat McGovern.  Pat McGovern is not aligned with 
anyone.  He is not a member of the Liberal Party and he is not a member of the Labor Party.  He is just a very 
concerned citizen.  He cannot understand why Tracey Murray is in a situation in which she has to look after her 
tetraplegic husband for the rest of her life - a life sentence.  At the time, there was an ex gratia payment of 
something like $80 000.  Everyone in this place would agree that that was nowhere near enough to see that 
family through. 

This bill should never be removed from the notice paper in this place.  It must be addressed.  A letter was sent to 
Mr John Cowdell. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER:  This is not an opportunity for the member to read out letters or do what he would 
do in a second reading debate.  This is an opportunity for the member to get across the reason that this legislation 
should be restored to the notice paper.  Therefore, reading out letters does not come within the framework that 
the member is dealing with at the moment. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I understand that I am talking to the motion to have this bill reinstated to the notice paper; 
is that correct? 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Yes, but the member cannot talk as though it is a second reading contribution.  He 
is just asking that it be restored to the notice paper. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  It should be restored to the notice paper in this place, and that has been reinforced by the 
comments made in this place by members of Parliament. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I have received advice that this is not an opportunity for the member to do that.  If 
the member wants to go against the Chair, he can.  However, that is the advice I have been given. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  In that light, I seek leave to table these letters and leave them on the table, so that every 
member will have the opportunity to revisit what they said more than 10 years ago; in particular, the then 
shadow Minister for Police and Emergency Services, the member for Midland, and the current Minister for 
Police and Emergency Services, the member for Balcatta, so that they can see what they said they were going to 
do when in opposition.  The fact is that a comment was made by certain members on the other side that they 
were going to introduce a private member’s bill, but it never occurred.  Some of those people who responded 
have now retired and moved on. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Does the member wish to table those papers? 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I will do that directly, Mr Acting Speaker.  The point is that a lot of promises have been 
made in the past and not much has been done to follow through on this matter.  My understanding is that a 
working party was put together to develop some legislation to be brought into this place to deal with this 
outstanding situation.  One of the biggest problems that the Commissioner of Police and the government have in 
attracting and retaining police officers in this state is that morale is slipping rapidly.  How can we possibly 
encourage some young people to join the Western Australia Police when there is no safety net for them while 
doing their job?  If they get a call to respond urgently to an accident, why would they put their lives at risk or put 
the life of a member of the public at risk?  At the end of the day, if there is a crash on the way to that accident, 
the police officer will be held accountable and put through the mill if someone is injured as a result, as was the 
case with our friend Senior Constable Glenn Murray.  He has to live with that for the rest of his life. 

This bill should be reinstated because two children do not have a mother.  This bill should be reinstated because 
Keith Wagstaff has to spend $300 a month on medication to stop him from fitting.  He retired from the job in 
1991 but prior to that when he felt a fit coming on he would close the door to his office and thrash around on the 
floor and then return to his chair.  His fitting attacks were the result of injuries he sustained while on duty in 
Halls Creek.  He did not have any workers’ compensation.  He is now at home and when he feels a fit coming 
on, he puts a mouthguard into his mouth and sits on his bed and thrashes around until it subsides.  That is one 
reason that this bill should be restored to the notice paper.  I will not let it be removed from the notice paper. 

I have countless stories of police officers who have sustained horrific injuries while on duty.  One officer who 
was driving back to the police station sustained injuries in a car crash caused by somebody in the vehicle 
reaching over and grabbing hold of the steering wheel.  That is another reason that this bill should be restored to 
the notice paper.  These officers have sustained physical injuries while on duty.   

The instances I have given are only the tip of the iceberg.  These people have been scarred for life.  Police 
officers are asked to do things that citizens of Western Australia should not have to endure.  Over time these 
officers will be scarred mentally.  Heaven knows, the member for Yokine or I might need this legislation 
because we have been long-serving police officers.  All of a sudden the roosters may come home to roost!  That 
is another reason that the bill should be restored to the notice paper.   

Yesterday afternoon I was surprised to receive a telephone call from Sergeant Shane Gray from Karratha.  He 
rang to thank me for the letter I wrote to him a month or so ago.  Sergeant Gray was the guy who responded to a 
call about a drive-off at a service station just south of Karratha.  He did not know that the person he approached 
was a dual murderer from Victoria.  It is appropriate that the coronial inquest found that officer acted above and 
beyond the call of duty.  His training came to the fore and he is very lucky to be with us today because he 
sustained serious injuries in the incident.  He is another reason that this bill should be restored to the notice 
paper.  Apart from receiving physical injuries, which thankfully he has recovered from, who is to say that at 
some time in the future he might not be able to cope very well and might collapse and fall into a heap?  That is a 
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reason that this bill should be restored to the notice paper.  To Sergeant Gray, his colleagues and the family of 
the two Flynn sisters who were killed in Victoria -  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  They were murdered in cold blood.   

Mr M.J. COWPER:  The member is correct - they were callously murdered.  I say to those people whom I 
mentioned that this officer is a hero and he will be recognised as such in the future.  He asked me to keep up the 
good work to get this bill debated.  That was only yesterday and it is another reason that this bill should be 
restored to the notice paper.  

I will tell members about Christian Raymond Burgess who was in 2001 the senior sergeant police officer in 
charge of Newman Police Station on what was the saddest day in the history of Western Australia Police.  It lost 
some of its officers in a plane crash.  Christian now drives buses in Karratha for a friend of mine, Ben Doolan.  
After that plane crash he left Newman and went elsewhere because he had trouble coming to terms with the fact 
that he was the officer in charge at the time of the crash and made decisions for which, despite the findings of the 
crash investigators, he felt responsible.  He has been burdened with that for some time.  He was living in South 
Yunderup for a short time.  He was very keen on racehorses, but he lost interest in life.  Only recently I heard 
from his wife, Christine, that he now has a part-time job driving a bus in Karratha.  He is returning to his old self 
and is happy again now that he is out of the police service.  It is another reason that this bill should be restored to 
the notice paper.   

I put this bill together with a member of the WA Police Union of Workers and two lawyers who were contracted 
from Talbert Olivier.  I deliberately left some openings in the bill to encourage the government to take up the 
cudgels and, with the opposition, in a bipartisan way, come up with legislation that would fix this problem.   

When I table these letters members will be able to see that the letters with the blue tags are from Liberal 
members, those with green tags are from National Party members and those with red tags are from Labor 
members.  All members who were in this place at that time are complicit in failing to act.  That is another reason 
that this bill should be restored to the notice paper.  How many more police officers do members opposite want 
to see injured in the line of duty?  Are we to do the right thing by the people of this state?  God knows that we 
can afford it.   

I remember that over 12 months ago when the police service was negotiating wage increases Bill Shorten stood 
on the steps of Parliament House and said, “What a disgrace,” but he did not come up with the answers.  
Everybody says this sort of thing should not happen but it does and it continues to happen.  I am the only 
member in this place who can say that he did something for the police officers in this state because I have put a 
private member’s bill together.  It is more than other members in this place can say.  That is the reason this bill 
should not slide off the notice paper and be treated like yesterday’s newspapers.  It is too serious a matter for that 
to happen.  

I ask those members who were in this place 10 years ago to take the time to look at what they said in Hansard on 
this issue.  All that it is now is rhetoric.  I could read from this Hansard - it is a Groundhog Day sort of thing.  
Some of the comments that were made by the then member for Midland could be repeated today.  What makes 
the government more complicit is that it knows there is a problem but it has failed to fix it.  The government was 
condemned by Bill Shorten on the steps of this place and it has still not done anything.  I hope this minister has 
done something.  I am hearing mixed comments on what is or is not happening.  I understand that a group has 
been formed to look into this matter and I hope they have come up with something tangible.  I hope the minister 
will take the opportunity in this debate to say that there is a light at the end of the tunnel.  If he does not, in 
another 12 months when this bill falls off the notice paper I will repeat what I am doing today.  I will not let this 
bill slide off the notice paper.  I will seek leave to table this correspondence, which includes a response from 
Mike Dean of the Police Union.  The covering letter is missing, but it was sent by Mr Pat McGovern, who is a 
Western Australian citizen who wrote to every member of Parliament because he felt that an injustice had been 
done.  We are elected to this place to make laws for the greater good of Western Australians.  Members 
concerned should read these letters and tell me whether they have fulfilled their promise to their constituency.   

I seek leave to table this correspondence for the remainder of today’s sitting.   

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I hope that the government takes heed of what I have said because this bill will not go 
away.   

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [3.29 pm]:  I was so moved by the member for Murray’s presentation, I wondered 
whether I could make some comments in support of his move to restore the Police (Compensation for Injured 
Officers) Amendment Bill 2006 - 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  You can talk about the restoration of the bill. 
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Dr G.G. JACOBS:  Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker.  As the member for Murray has rightly said, the Police 
(Compensation for Injured Officers) Amendment Bill 2006 is most overdue.  It is a bill to amend the Police Act 
1892 to provide compensation and ongoing medical benefits for officers injured in the course of duty.  An injury 
suffered in the course of duty means an illness or injury sustained by a member of the police force whilst acting 
in the execution of his or her duties.  There could be no other job in this community that is more honourable in 
ensuring the safety of our community and members of the community.  In recognition of that honourable duty of 
ensuring the safety of the community and community members, it is not good enough that police officers are not 
compensated for injuries received in the execution of their duty, as this bill refers to.   

Standing Orders Suspension - Motion 

Dr G.G. JACOBS:  I have listened to the member for Murray and felt his frustration about how long this bill 
has sat in this Parliament since he has been here and also before that.  In order to get this bill dealt with urgently 
so that it does not sit around for another 12 months while good men and women out there are defending us in the 
community and ensuring our safety, I move - 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to deal with the Police (Compensation for 
Injured Officers) Amendment Bill 2006 as a matter of urgency. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  As this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, I will need to satisfy 
myself that there is an absolute majority present.  If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the 
Assembly. 

Question put. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  There being a dissentient voice, the house will divide. 

Division taken with the following result - 
Ayes (23) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.H.D. Day Mr J.E. McGrath Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Mr B.J. Grylls Mr P.D. Omodei Ms S.E. Walker 
Mr T.R. Buswell Dr K.D. Hames Mr D.T. Redman Mr G.A. Woodhams 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr G. Snook Dr J.M. Woollard 
Dr E. Constable Dr G.G. Jacobs Dr S.C. Thomas Mr A.J. Simpson (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr R.F. Johnson Mr M.W. Trenorden  

 

Noes (25) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mr F.M. Logan Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr T.G. Stephens 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr J.A. McGinty Mr P. Papalia Mr D.A. Templeman 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mrs D.J. Guise Ms S.M. McHale Ms M.M. Quirk Mrs J. Hughes (Teller) 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr A.D. McRae Ms J.A. Radisich  
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mrs C.A. Martin Mr E.S. Ripper  
Mr R.C. Kucera Mr M.P. Murray Mrs M.H. Roberts  

 

            

Pairs 

 Mr T.R. Sprigg Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan 
 Mr M.J. Birney Mr S.R. Hill 

Absolute majority not achieved; question thus negatived. 

Restoration to Notice Paper - Motion Resumed 

Question put and passed.  
 


